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WILLISTOWN TOWNSHIP
REMEMBERS BELOVED RESIDENT
AND STAFF MEMBER, RITA REVES

Willistown Township Board
of Supervisors, staff, and
police remember longtime
resident and employee, Rita
Reves. Rita passed away
peacefully on September 28,
2023, at the age of 96.

No Willistown resident can boast a record
of service to the Township as lengthy and
comprehensive as Rita Reves. A resident of

Willistown since 1960, Rita served the Township FROM THE MANAGER’S DESK

in nearly every capacity—as an elected official,

avolunteer, and as a member of the Township The “Towne Crier” has a lot to tell you in this, the first
staff. In 1980, Rita was the first woman elected issue of 2024. Flip through the newsletter and you'll
to the Board of Supervisors, where she served find information about upcoming Township events,
for 12 years. In 1994, Rita joined the Township the work of local organizations like our emergency
staff where she worked in the Planning services providers and our libraries, helpful home and
Department until 2020. Rita also served as a community tips, and much more! The Crier is a great
volunteer member of the Willistown Planning source of information for Willistowners, but it's not the
Commission for 23 years, and was chairwoman only source.
for 22.In 2017, Garrett Mill Park was renamed
the Rita Reves Park in her honor. For the most up-to-date news, visit the Township
website at www.willistown.pa.us. Get the latest straight
In the fall of 2023, Rita Reves Park was to your phone or email by signing up for notifications. Click the “Notify Me” icon on the home
renamed to the Rita Reves Memorial Park. page to sign up. I'm pleased to tell you that we have updated our website’s Agendas and
The 20.9-acre park located at 1040 Garrett Mill Minutes center. The minutes for each meeting of the Township Boards and Commissions are
Road, Newtown Square offers a picnic pavilion now easily located alongside that meeting's agenda. Click the Agendas & Minutes icon on the
with restrooms, a playground, 2 baseball home page to view them.
fields, and 1 soccer/lacrosse field. The park is a
symbol of Rita’s devotion and countless hours And of course, you can also stop by the Township Building to talk to our fantastic Willistown
of service to the development of Willistown Township staff. Our newly renovated lobby and rebuilt porch with ADA ramp are ready for
Township, shaping it into a community known your visit!

for its conserved open spaces.
- Shanna Lodge, Township Manager



WILLISTOWN TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION

SPRING SPORTS

INTRO TO PICKLEBALL * AGES 6-12

Wednesdays, April 17 - May 22

LOCATION: General Wayne Elementary School
20 Devon Rd., Malvern, Upper Gym

AGES 6-8: 6:00-7:00pm
AGES 9-12: 7:00-8:00pm
COST: $120

A fun-oriented Intro to Pickleball for various ages
that will teach the fundamentals of the sport and
introduce them to competitive play based on age/
gender. Players will learn the rules/terminology of
the game, serving, forehand, backhand, overhead,
and positioning.

WILLISTOWN T-BALL * AGES 3 & 4
Saturdays, April 20 - June 1 (no 5/25)
LOCATION: Greentree Park, 18 Grubb Road,
Malvern, Recreation Fields
10:00am-11:00am

$120

TIME:
COST:

We provide an exciting and educational experience
for young boys and girls interested in baseball

and softball. Our structured instructional leagues
focus on age-appropriate skill development and
teamwork. Each weekly session includes engaging
skill stations and a game to reinforce the lessons
learned. Our experienced coaches are trained to
work with children of varying abilities, ensuring a
positive and inclusive environment.

WILLISTOWN ROOKIE LEAGUE BASEBALL
AGES5 & 6

Saturdays, April 20 - June 1 (no 5/25)
LOCATION: Greentree Park, 18 Grubb Road,
Malvern, Recreation Fields
11:00am-12:00pm

$120

TIME:
COST:

For 5 and 6-year-old boys and girls, which features
basic situational fielding and base running.

Our coaches are trained to teach children the
fundamentals of the sport while ensuring that they
have fun and enjoy themselves.

WILLISTOWN HUMMINGBIRD SOCCER

AGES 3-6

Sundays, April 21 - June 2 (no 5/26)

LOCATION: Greentree Park, 18 Grubb Road,
Malvern, Recreation Fields

AGES 3 & 4: 10:00am-11:00am

AGES 5 & 6: 11:00am-12:00pm

COST: $120

Our Hummingbirds Soccer program is designed

for boys and girls ages 3-6 and focuses on teaching
the basics of soccer, including dribbling, passing,
trapping, shooting, and positioning. Each session
consists of instruction and low-key, non-competitive
soccer games, providing children with a fun and
supportive environment to learn and grow.

SUMMER CAMPS
Registration is now open for Willistown Weekly Summer Fun Camps
More information at willistown.pa.us/camps ° Register at jumpstartsports.com

June 17 - August 9 (8 Weeks)
CAMP LOCATION: Sugartown Elementary School, 611 Sugartown Road, Malvern
AGES: For Boys and Girls Ages 5-12 Years Old
CAMP TIMES: ~ Half-Day 9:00am-12:00pm « Full-Day 9:00am-3:00pm
Before Camp Care 8:00-9:00am
After Camp Care 3:00-5:30pm

Jump Start Sports provides Willistown's Summer Fun Camps, and we include more than
sports! Children ages 5-12 will enjoy games, arts and crafts, water play, sports, free
play, and more. We focus on cooperation, teamwork, sportsmanship, and summertime
fun. Themes change weekly. Each day features a full-camp game in the morning, skill
instruction in a sport, and recreational games and activities.

RESIDENT RATES:

Half Day $140 week or $990 all 8 weeks

Full Day $200 week or $1480 all 8 weeks
Before Care $20/week ¢ After Care $30/week

NON-RESIDENT RATES:

Half Day $150 week or $1040 all 8 weeks

Full Day $210 week or $1530 all 8 weeks
Before Care $20/week * After Care $30/week

Hike WILLISTOWN SERIES
Pre-registration is required.
Email parks@willistown.pa.us to register and for parking instructions.

NATURE RAMBLE AT OKEHOCKING PRESERVE « Wednesday, May 1, 10:30am-12:00pm
COST: Free

Join naturalist Lon Myers for an entertaining general nature walk to explore the plants,
animals, and geologic history of Okehocking Preserve. Lon will share some tips about
beginning birding, edible and medicinal plants, and unseen denizens of the preserve. If it
is a clear day, Lon will have a spotting scope to observe sunspot activity. Wear shoes for
gentle dirt paths with roots and the possibility of mud.

HISTORIC SUGARTOWN AT OKEHOCKING PRESERVE - Saturday, May 18, 3:00-5:00pm
COST: Free

Join Zach Biro, Executive Director of Historic Sugartown for a moderate to challenging

hike at the Township’s 185-acre Okehocking Preserve. The 1684 Welsh Tract West of
Philadelphia was established by William Penn as a place for Quakers to establish their own
communities in the New World. The 40,000 acres of the Welsh Tract included present-

day Willistown. Zach's talk will explore the initial Quaker settlers of Willistown, their
communities, and the impact their presence had on the local native population by looking
at the experience of the Okehocking people in Willistown.

SAVE THE DATE—ANNUAL SUMMER PARK PARTIES

All events are located at Greentree Park, 21 Grubb Road, Malvern

SCHOOL'S OUT / LET'S GO WILMA!
TUESDAY, JUNE 18 - 5:30-8:00pm
! RAIN DATE 6/20

GREENTREE IN TUNE & ON TAP
with Jeff Domenick & The Fraction
TUESDAY, JULY 16 - 5:30-8:30pm

RAIN DATE 7/18

GREENTREE IN TUNE & ON TAP
with the Sun Brothers Band
TUESDAY, JUNE 25 - 5:30-8:30pm
RAIN DATE 6/27

WILLISTOWN COUNTRY FAIR
TUESDAY, AUGUST 20 * 5:00-7:30PM
RAIN DATE 8/22




DOCUMENT SHREDDING
Saturday, April 13, 2024

LOCATION: 688 Sugartown Road
TIME: 9:00am-12:00pm
Willistown Residents only

Here is an opportunity to dispose of
sensitive documents that you've been
storing but have been reluctant to dispose
of as trash. Cancelled checks, new checks
that you'll never use, insurance statements,
tax forms, charge/bank/debit statements,
receipts, confidential letters, and brokerage
statements are some of the many types of
sensitive documents that people need to
dispose of with finality in this age of identity
theft. Shredding will take place on site in a
specially equipped truck.

LIMIT: Six boxes or paper bags preferred,
please place items in the trunk or rear of
your vehicle for easier unloading. DO NOT
bring newspapers, magazines, cardboard,
wallpaper, books, sheets of plastic, or
three-ring binders. Remove all binder clips.
Items containing staples, standard paper
clips, or rubber bands will be accepted.

E-WASTE RECYCLING

DROP-OFF
Saturday, April 27, 2024
LOCATION: 688 Sugartown Road
TIME: 9:00am-12:00pm
Willistown Residents only

The Environmental
Sustainability Commission
has organized its annual
one-day, no-charge, drop-off
E-Waste recycling program
for their residents.

E-WASTE

Please note due to a change in vendors
we are only taking E-Waste: Computers,
monitors, tablets, cellphones, printers,
laptops, servers, keyboards, computer
mice, fax machines, typewriters, small
appliances, air conditioners, dehumidifiers,
dorm fridges, microwaves, telephones,
cameras, calculators, and TVs including
tube and projection TVs. Please place
items in the trunk or rear of your vehicle
for easier unloading.

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED: Large appliances
such as washers, dryers, refrigerators,
mattresses, oil tanks, upholstered
furniture, tires, metal, and household
hazardous waste.

Now 1s YOUR CHANCE TO TALK TRASH!
Take Our Trash/Recycling Survey

The Township has been made aware of residential waste collection issues by private trash and
recycling haulers serving Willistown Township residents over the last year. The Environmental
Sustainability Commission (ESC), a 7-member Commission made up of Willistown residents, has
developed a brief survey for residents to provide information on their current waste collection
provider/services and offer opinions on whether they would be interested in moving to single
hauler trash and recycling collection.

Please complete the following survey by scanning the QR code to the right or
by visiting surveymonkey.com/r/WillistownTrash. Only one survey should be
submitted per household. Paper survey forms will be made available in the
Township lobby during business hours or by calling 610-647-5300 ext 236.
The survey period ends April 30, 2024.

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY WiTH FREE TREES!

The Willistown Environmental Sustainability Commission (ESC), in collaboration with the Chester
County Conservation District (CCCD), is happy to announce that select species of trees and
shrubs will be available to you this spring on a limited basis through TenMillionTrees.org.

Trees and shrubs not only enhance your landscape, bolster property values, improve well-
being, and beautify our neighborhoods, but they also provide essential ecosystem services

such as shelter, food, stormwater management, erosion control, shade, and carbon dioxide
sequestration. In 2018, Ten Million Trees set a goal to plant 10 million trees throughout
Pennsylvania by 2025. This is your chance to join the movement!

TREE PICK-UP WINDOW:

Saturday, April 27th

9:00am-12:00pm

During the E-Waste Recycling Drop-Off Event
Willistown Township campus

Quantities are limited, please contact
Willistown ESC member Keith Parsons at
comments@willistown.pa.us if interested.

WIiLLISTOWN RECOGNIZES THE 2023 COMMUNITY SERVICE
AWARD WINNER, BART VAN VALKENBURGH

The Willistown Township Community Service Award recognizes a resident
who gives their time to the community by serving on a Township board or
commission.

Bart Van Valkenburgh was honored as the recipient of the 2023 Willistown
Township Community Service Award at the December 2023 Board of
Supervisors meeting. Bart and his wife Denise have lived in the Greentree
neighborhood of Willistown for 43 years. Being particularly well-versed in
the history of this area, Bart has offered presentations on this topic to both the Willistown Parks
& Recreation Department and the Willistown Historical Commission.

A self-proclaimed “history enthusiast,” Bart was appointed to the Willistown Township Historical
Commission in 2019 and served as chair during 2023. In 2020, he was appointed as a Willistown
representative to the Bartram Bridge Joint Preservation Board. As a member of these boards,
Bart has offered his extensive knowledge to the community and has spearheaded several
preservation initiatives. Bart also lends his passion for and knowledge of history to the wider
community. He serves as a board member for the Paoli Battlefield Preservation Fund. Bart

is Vice Chair of the Tredyffrin Easttown Historic Society where he has shared his extensive
collection of matchbooks to present a fascinating glimpse into Main Line history. Bart's
interactive programs engage his audience as he weaves stories and memories that more than
scratch the surface of Main Line history.

In 2022, Bart coordinated and led a Willistown history tour as a part of the Chester County “Town
Tours & Village Walks” program. Participants enjoyed touring Whitehorse Village, Okehocking
Preserve, Historic Sugartown, and the circa 1860 Bartram Covered Bridge.

For many years, Bart has dedicated his time to public service both in Chester County and here in
Willistown Township. He is our go-to person when the Township has questions on local history.
Thank you, Bart, for lending your expertise to Willistown Township and beyond!



FIRE COMPANY NEWS

GOSHEN FIRE COMPANY
Remember Mom on May 12th

Mom told us that
she would like

you to stop by

the Goshen Fire
Company Mother's
Day Flower Sale for
a beautiful plant.

We have a great
assortment of
hanging baskets
and plants. At the
firehouse, 1299
Boot Rd (corner of Boot/Greenhill). Open
9am-6pm on Friday 5/10, Saturday 5/11,
and Sunday 5/12, or until supplies last.
Come early for the best selection.

MALVERN FIRE COMPANY

With the beginning of the new year, our
2024 Operations Officers have assumed
their roles, ready to serve the community.

Our officers are as follows:

* Fire Chief - Jerry Vaughn

+ Deputy Fire Chief - Kyle Vaughn

+ Assistant Fire Chief - D. Matt Miles

+ Assistant Fire Chief - Neil D. Vaughn
+ Battalion Chief - Martin McKenzie

+ Captain - Joey Fitzgerald

* Lieutenant - Larry Crisp

+ Chief Engineer - Barry Patton

+ Fire Police Captain - Mark Johnson

+ Director of EMS Operations - Eric Nowaczyk

We would also like to recognize outgoing
Fire Chief Jim Rapp for his service as Fire
Chief for the past six years.

Speaking of service, are you still looking
for a New Year's Resolution? Do you want
to help your community? The Malvern Fire
Company is a volunteer organization, and
we need YOU! We are accepting members
to assist in all facets of our operations
including emergency responders and
administrative personnel.

Interested? Visit our website at
malvernfireco.com or email us at info@
malvernfireco.com. Members are also
eligible for the newly passed emergency
responder county tax rebate which was
recently passed by the Chester County
Commissioners. More information on this
program can be found on the County’s
website at chesco.org/5461/Responder-
Rebate-Policy.

MALVERN PuBLIC LIBRARY NEWS

THE LIBRARY IS BEING RENOVATED THIS SPRING!

We are thrilled to bring you beautifully updated spaces to gather, share, learn and read in
20241 We will remain open during renovations; however certain sections of the library will be
closed periodically. Changes you can expect to see include new flooring, better lighting and
the removal of our desktop computer area. Laptops are now available for use in MPL's reading
room, or new café area with banquette seating and café style tables.

THE JUDY MILNE CHILDREN'S LIBRARY IS NOW OPEN!

Renovations to the children's library were made possible by many generous donations in
memory of Judy Milne by former students, dear friends and loving relatives of the Milne family.
Judy Milne was a Willistown resident, dedicated educator, a math teacher at Great Valley High
School, a founder of the high school Academic Challenge competition in Chester County, Great
Valley's Academic Challenge Team coach for many years, and Academic Challenge Coach of
the Year in 2001. In and out of the classroom, “Mrs. Milne” dedicated herself to her students as
if they were her own kids and found so much joy in seeing their achievements at Great Valley
and beyond. MPL is grateful to Judy Milne's family, students, and friends for helping us build a
beautiful space where the children of our community can gather, read, learn and share. We are
proud our children's library will bear her name and, we are humbled to continue her legacy of
educating our community's children so that they may become their best selves.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS SPRING 2024
APRIL ZOOM YOGA - Mondays at 7pm POUR PAINTING (Craft Session 1) « May 3 at 6pm

FAMILY STORYTIME AT EAST GOSHEN PARK MOD PODGE! (Craft Session 2) *+ May 1 at 6pm
April 9, 23 & May 7, 21 at 10:30am

GLUTEN FREE COOKING (Virtual) » May 23 at 7pm
BEEKEEPING 101 « April 15 at 6pm

For more details and a complete list of children’s
IMPROV GAMES * May 25 at 6pm programs and events, please visit our calendar at

www.malvern-library.org/calendar.

WILLISTOWN POLICE TIPS AND

REMINDERS FOR YOUR SPRING
SEASON

HOME SECURTIY

As you start spring cleaning and yard work, remember to
secure your home by locking doors and windows,
especially when you're away. Consider installing outdoor
lighting and surveillance cameras to deter potential
burglars.

VEHICLE SAFETY

With the changing weather, ensure your vehicle is in
good condition by checking tire pressure, brakes,
and windshield wipers. Also, be mindful of
pedestrians, cyclists, and increased traffic on the
roads.

CHILD SAFETY

With children spending more time outdoors, teach them
about stranger danger, road safety, and the importance
of wearing helmets when biking or skating. Supervise
young children closely near water bodies and
playgrounds.

OUTDOOR RECREATION SAFETY

Whether you're hiking, biking, or enjoying other
outdoor activities, always let someone know your
plans and expected return time. Carry essential
supplies such as water, first aid kit, and navigation
tools, and be aware of your surroundings.

ALLERGEN AWARENESS

Spring allergies can affect many individuals. Monitor
pollen levels and take precautions such as closing
windows on high pollen days, using air purifiers, and

taking allergy medication as needed.

As we welcome the arrival of spring, it's crucial to keep safety in
mind as we enjoy the warmer weather and outdoor activities.




CELEBRATE SPRING AT
PAOLI LIBRARY!

Regular, weekly, and
monthly programs at
the library should be a
part of your schedule!
Storytimes happen
three mornings a
week: Tuesdays at
10:30am, Wednesdays at 11am, and
Thursdays at 11am. When the weather is
nice, Thursday storytimes are held outside
in Greentree Park! Our Wednesday
storytime is geared especially for families
to attend together with kids up to age 5.
Each Thursday at 12:30pm, adult writers
can gather at Paoli Library to share their
writing if they wish and be inspired by
working alongside one another. If you like
to work jigsaw puzzles, be sure to attend
our monthly Jigsaw Puzzle exchange on
the second Tuesday at 5:30. Bring the
whole family and any puzzles you've
completed. Share some snacks and puzzle
discussion with other puzzlers and trade
your puzzles for new ones to take home.

Paoli Library is a perfect library to simply
browse at leisure. The shelves are not
overwhelming and you're sure to find
your next favorite read. Visitors can also
create a colorful design at our adult
coloring station, settle in at our laptop
counter or small tables, or cuddle with
their kids in the children’s reading area.
Be sure to explore Paoli Library’s special
collections! Museum Passports allow you
to check out a membership at a local
museum, garden or zoo for a visit. Craft
kits include directions and supplies to
learn to make anything from soap to
cakes. Visit tredyffrinlibraries.org/paoli-
library for information on all our events
and programs.

These were the Top Ten Adult Titles
checked out from Paoli Library in 2023:

Tomorrow, and Tomorrow,
and Tomorrow | Zevin, Gabrielle

o Desert Star | Connelly, Michael

e Mad Honey: A Novel | Picoult, Jodi

0 Spare | Harry, Prince, Duke of Sussex
e The Maid : A Novel | Prose, Nita

e Happy Place | Henry, Emily

o Lessons in Chemistry | Garmus, Bonnie

0 I'm Glad My Mom Died
McCurdy, Jennette

9 Loyalty | Scottoline, Lisa

@ What Happened to the Bennetts
Scottoline, Lisa

Historic SUGARTOWN NEWS

Visit historicsugartown.org for event information and to register.

WEEKEND TOURS
May-November
Weekend tours of Historic Sugartown will return in May!

BOOKBINDERY WORKSHOPS
Our Bookbindery workshops are booking up quickly. Be sure to get
your tickets for classes on bookbinding, paper marbling, book restoration, and more!

SUMMER BIERGARTENS

May 16, June 20, August 15 TIME: 5:00-8:00pm

Join us for fun evenings of music, food, drinks, and community! Enjoy drinks from Locust Lane
Brewery & Chaddsford Winery, food from local food trucks, and activities for the whole family.

TOUR GUIDES WANTED

Are you interested in local history? Do you like meeting new people curious about the past?
Are you excited to learn more about Sugartown? We're looking to expand our team of tour
guides who help share Sugartown's rich history with our guests. If you're interested and want
to learn more please reach out to info@historicsugartown.org.

WILLISTOWN CONSERVATION TRUST EVENTS
To register for please go to: wctrust.org/calendar

ECOCENTRIC LECTURE SERIES: OTTERS IN OUR WATERS

Tuesday, May 7, 2024

TIME: 5:30-6:30pm  COST: $10 pp

LOCATION: Rushton Conservation Center-Parking at 911 Delchester Road

The story of the resurgence of the North American river otter (Lontra
canadensis) is one of the great success stories of modern wildlife
conservation. Prior to 1900, degradation of water quality and habitat,
human encroachment, and unregulated hunting led to an estimated 75 percent decline in North
American otter populations. Today, Pennsylvania enjoys healthy populations of the elusive otter
in almost every major river system, thanks to focused reintroduction efforts and improved water
quality. In this lecture we will explore otter populations, conservation, and their vital role in nature
with Director of Watershed Protection Program, Lauren McGrath.

COMMUNITY SUPPER SERIES
Friday, May 17, 2024

TIME: 5:30-8:00pm  COST: $10 pp, kids free (Food & drink are purchased separately.
LOCATION: Rushton Conservation Center-Parking at 911 Delchester Road

Come on out to our Community Supper Series at the Rushton Conservation
Center and don't forget your lawn chairs and picnic blanket. Our featured food
truck is Taste of Puebla and Dishonest Fiddlers are the entertainment. You can
stay for the evening and enjoy your supper with live music among friends, or
take it to go! A limited number of picnic tables are available on a first-come
basis. Rushton Farm is a working farm. We welcome families to attend this event, but please watch
your young children to protect the well-being of the children and the farm.

BARNS & BBQ

Saturday, June 1, 2024

TIME: 9:00am-1:00pm

Morning Barn Tour COST: $50 pp

LOCATION: Rushton Conservation Center-Packet pickup at 911
Delchester Road

T

RS

We are excited to welcome you back to WCT's most anticipated event of the year: Barns & BBQ!
Join us for an exclusive look at a variety of barns in the bucolic Chester County countryside. The
barn tour opportunity allows access to beautiful barns and stunning farms. Guests can choose
either a morning tour-only ticket or an evening tour ticket (additional pricing details on our website)
that concludes at one of Willistown’s premier properties, where we will enjoy a cocktail reception,
bountiful barbecue, live music, and an auction that features a range of unique experiences.
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